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Three lakh deaths prevented in five years, it says
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It is estimated that the Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin (SBM-G) will result in
preventing more than three lakh deaths due to diarrhoea and protein-energy
malnutrition between 2014-October 2019,  notes a World Health Organisation
(WHO) report released on Friday.
The  progress  report  on  potential  health  impact  from  increased  sanitation
coverage through the SBM-G, conducted by the WHO for the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, said India’s rural sanitation coverage escalated to 89.07%
till August 2.
The report notes that under the SBM-G, 19 States and Union Territories were
declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) and 7.9 crore toilets were built, while 421
districts were declared ODF. Also, more than 4.9 lakh villages in the country
were declared ODF.
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