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‘Islam in India influenced by Sufism,
Bhakti movement’
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Diverse traditions prevented inroads of Wahabism: experts

 The puritanical Islamic doctrine of Wahhabism was incapable of taking
roots in India because of diverse traditions in the Muslim community
influenced by the country's composite culture, experts on Muslim
culture said.

« The panel of experts analysed multiple interpretative traditions among
Muslims in India and elsewhere as well as modern challenges before
them at a discussion on “Islam: Multiple Histories” at the Jaipur Literary
Festival.

 Sufism and the Bhakti movement have had an impact on the beliefs and
thoughts of Muslims since the medieval period, the experts said, adding
that Islam practised in India was “vastly different” from that in West
Asian countries.

» The speakers also focused on the issues faced by Muslims living in
secular societies, dilemmas created by technological advancements and
the challenge of finding a unitary voice for the entire community.
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