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Highlights

Three  decades  after  its  first  mission  to  Antarctica,  the  government  is  refocusing
priorities to the other pole — the Arctic — because of opportunities and challenges posed
by climate change.
it has renamed the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCAOR) — since
1998, charged with conducting expeditions to India’s base stations to the continent — as
the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research.
It’s also in talks with Canada and Russia, key countries with presence in the Arctic circle,
to establish new observation systems, according to a source. Now, India only has one
Arctic observation station near Norway.
Along with the Arctic, India’s earth sciences community also views the Himalayas as a
“third pole” because of the large quantities of snow and ice it holds, and proposes to
increase research spends towards understanding the impact of climate change in the
Himalayas.
 It  has already established a high-altitude research station in the Himalayas,  called
HIMANSH, at Spiti, Himachal Pradesh.
A big worry for India is the impact of melting sea ice on the monsoon. Over the years
scientists across the world are reporting that the rapid ice-melt in the Arctic is leading to
large quantities of fresh water into the seas around the poles.
This impedes the release of heat from the water and directs warm water into the seas
around India, the theory goes, and eventually weakens the movement of the monsoon
breeze into India.
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