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Disabilities Act: States going slow on roll-out, says study-Only 10 States have notified
rules under Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act

¢ A study conducted by the Disability Rights India Foundation (DRIF) on the
implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, across 24 States,
has revealed that more than half have not notified the State rules, despite a significant
lapse of time.

Deadline missed

e The study, conducted in collaboration with the National Centre for Promotion of
Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) and National Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (NCRPD), said the Act, passed in December 2016, should have
been notified by all States within six months.

e The study, which concentrated on the States’ administrative machinery with respect to
the Act, found that nearly 80% of the States had not constituted the funds for
implementation of the RPWD Act.

e Out of the 24 States and Union Territories that responded to the study, Madhya Pradesh
was ranked the highest, followed by Odisha, Meghalaya and Himachal Pradesh.

e Andaman and Nicobar Islands along with Jammu and Kashmir ranked the lowest with the
national capital was ranked number 12.

e While 58% of the States have not notified Special Courts in the districts for trying
offences under the Act, 87% have not appointed a Special Public Prosecutors as
mandated by the law, the study said.
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