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Bolstering Paris-The Katowice consensus does not adequately reflect
the challenge to limit global warming

The UN Climate Conference held in Katowice, Poland, has moved ahead
with the implementation of the Paris Agreement through a rule book,
reflecting strong support among citizens of all countries for urgent
action to avert dangerous climate change.
Public pressure has prevailed over scepticism, although the outcome
does not adequately reflect the short window available to make deep
greenhouse gas emissions cuts.
Yet, the Paris Agreement, endorsed by 195 countries under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), has a long road
ahead before carbon emissions can be pegged at levels flagged by
scientists.
Recently, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), in a
special report, issued a stark warning on man-made emissions.
At Katowice, Indian negotiators put forth legitimate concerns on the
likely social impact of the new rules that will operationalise the Paris
Agreement in 2020.
After all, at an estimated 1.2 tonnes of CO2 per capita, India emits far
below the global average of 4.2 tonnes.
The prospect of increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather
events and sea level rise in a warming world affecting small island states
allows little room for complacency.
The task now is to achieve a paradigm shift that will slow down the
addition of new sources of carbon emissions.
As a party to the global climate compact, India has to systematically
assess its emissions and measure mitigation actions for reporting to the
UNFCCC at stock-taking meetings.
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